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space satellites that can help us more effec-
tively detect and track ballistic missiles head-
ed for our country. Each of these programs
is vital to the security of America, and Con-
gress needs to fully fund them.

The greatest threat facing our Nation in
the 21st century is the danger of terrorist net-
works or terrorist states armed with weapons
of mass destruction. We're taking decisive ac-
tion at home and abroad to defend our peo-
ple from this danger. With bold investments
today, we can ensure that the men and
women in this hall have the tools you need
to confront the threats of tomorrow. We will
ensure that you have the tools necessary to
do the solemn duty of protecting the Amer-
ican people from harm.

I want to thank each of you for stepping
forward to serve our country. You're coura-
geous folks. Because of your willingness to
volunteer in a time of war, there’s no doubt
in my mind we can prevail in this war. It
requires determination, resolve, steadfast—
steadfastness in the face of a brutal enemy.
And having served as the Commander in
Chief for nearly 6% years, there’s no doubt
in my mind that the United States military
has that resolve and has that courage.

God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Lt. Gen. Frances C. Wil-
son, USMC, president, National Defense Univer-
sity; Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger of California;
and President Vladimir Putin of Russia.

Proclamation 8194—United Nations
Day, 2007

October 23, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

After World War II, representatives from
around the globe gathered to begin delibera-
tions on a new international bill of rights. The
document adopted by the General Assembly
of the United Nations, the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights, stands as a land-
mark achievement in the history of human
liberty. On United Nations Day, we recog-
nize the contributions of this important body
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and underscore our dedication to reforming
the institution and advancing the high ideals
on which it was founded.

Today, the United Nations must recommit
itself to maintaining international security
and helping solve economic, social, and hu-
manitarian problems. This great institution
must work for great purposes: to free people
from tyranny and violence, hunger and dis-
ease, illiteracy and ignorance, and poverty
and despair. With renewed commitment and
courage, we can pursue the vision of the Uni-
versal Declaration and build a world where
people are free to speak, assemble, and wor-
ship as they wish, and where opportunity
crosses every border.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 2007,
as United Nations Day. I urge the Governors
of the 50 States, the Governor of the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials
of other areas under the flag of the United
States to observe United Nations Day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of October,
in the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., October 24, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 25.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocol Amending the
Convention on the International
Hydrographic Organization
October 23, 2007

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Protocol of Amendments
to the Convention on the International Hy-
drographic Organization done at Monaco on
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April 14, 2005. The Protocol amends the
Convention on the International Hydro-
graphic Organization, which was done at
Monaco on May 3, 1967, and entered into
force for the United States on September 22,
1970 (TTAS 6933; 21 UST 1857; 752 UNTS
41). T am also transmitting, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the Secretary
of State on the Protocol.

The Protocol will facilitate the reorganiza-
tion of the International Hydrographic Orga-
nization (IHO). The IHO, which is a tech-
nical and consultative international organiza-
tion headquartered in Monaco, facilitates
safe and efficient maritime navigation
throughout the world. It accomplishes these
objectives by facilitating the coordination of
the activities of national hydrographic offices,
promoting uniformity in the nautical charts
and documents generated by such offices,
encouraging the adoption of reliable sur-
veying methods, and fostering the develop-
ment of the science of hydrography. Reorga-
nization of the IHO will result in a more
flexible, efficient, and visible organization.

Ratification of the Protocol would serve
important U.S. interests. United States com-
mercial shipping, the United States Navy,
and the scientific research community rely
heavily on hydrographic information col-
lected and shared under the auspices of the
IHO. The United States plays an important
leadership role in the THO and as a result
enjoys expeditious and economical access to
this information. Moreover, the United
States has committed more resources than
any other country to research, development,
and evaluation of hydrographic instruments
and therefore stands to benefit significantly
from the efficiencies generated by this reor-
ganization.

Article XXI of the Convention sets forth
the procedure for the approval and entry into
force of amendments: amendments that are
adopted or “approved” by the Conference
enter into force for all Contracting Parties
to the Convention 3 months after two-thirds
of the Contracting Parties have notified the
depositary of the their consent to be bound.
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I recommend that the Senate give prompt
and favorable consideration to the Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratification.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 23, 2007.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 24.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting

October 24, 2007

Southern California Wildfires

I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net for being here today to discuss a lot of
issues. I started off the meeting by summa-
rizing a series of conversations that I've had
regarding the fires in southern California. I
had a conversation with  Governor
Schwarzenegger. My question to him was,
are you getting what you need; are the people
there in California getting the help they need
from the Federal Agencies to help the good
folks in California deal with these devastating
fires? His answer was, yes. I assured him that
if he needs anything and we’re able to pro-
vide it, we’ll do so.

I also had an opportunity to thank him,
as well as California officials, for working
hard to save houses, save lives. I appreciate
very much the fact that theyre willing to
work in a collaborative fashion with the Fed-
eral Government. I've been meeting with my
Cabinet Secretaries that are responsible for
helping the State and local authorities fight
these fires. I will report to you that I am—
I believe the effort is well-coordinated. I
know we’re getting the manpower and assets
on the ground that have been requested by
the State and local authorities.

I wish we could control the wind, because
one of the things that’s hampering our joint
capability of fighting these fires is the strong
westerly winds. I'm told the winds may be
dying down soon, in which case it will make
it—make this equipment we’ve got in place
a lot more effective at helping fight the fires.

I initially declared an emergency declara-
tion, which will enable us to send Federal



